ASCC Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Thursday, August 31st, 2023							        9:00AM – 10:30AM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Barker, Cole, Dinan, Hamilton, Hilty, Lee, Neff, Ottesen, Smith, Steele, Vankeerbergen

1) Welcome and Introductions
2) Overview of the work of the subcommittee (I. Hamilton & B. Vankeerbergen) 
3) Approval of 05/10/2023 Minutes
· Cole, Ottesen, approved with one abstention 
4) EEOB 3495 (new course also requesting 100% DL) (Return) 
· The Subcommittee offers the friendly recommendation to update the Student Life – Disability Services statement in the course syllabus (on page 11, as they recently updated it for the 2023-24 academic year. The most up-to-date Student Life – Disability Services statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/submission/development/submission-materials/syllabus-elements. 
· The Subcommittee recommends updating the mental health statement (as found on page 11) on the course syllabus, as the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline phone number was updated. The most up-to-date mental health statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/submission/development/submission-materials/syllabus-elements.
· The Subcommittee would like to kindly bring to the department’s attention that the University recently approved a new religious accommodation statement for course syllabi. The most up-to-date religious accommodation statement can be found on the Office of Undergraduate Education website https://ugeducation.osu.edu/faculty-and-staff-resources#sample.
· Ottesen, Cole, unanimously approved with three recommendations (in italics above) 
5) Chemistry 3301 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Health and Wellbeing) 
· The Subcommittee asks that the final student presentations on FDA approved drugs (as discussed on the course schedule on page 4 of the provided course syllabus) do not take place over both Finals week and the final week of regularly scheduled class. Finals week is not to be counted as instructional time, and therefore, students are not expected to meet during this period unless they are taking a final examination. Given that there is already a final examination due during this period, they ask that the course calendar be reworked to have all final student presentations take place prior to Finals. 
· Additionally, the Subcommittee has concerns that the current approach to the student presentations is not equitable, as some students will have two major course assignments due at the same time while others will have the ability to focus on a single major course assignment at a time. 
· The Subcommittee asks that the GE Goals, currently found on page 1 of the syllabus, be replaced with the Goals approved by the Office of Academic Affairs. They are currently customized to fit this individual course and the requirement of all General Education courses is to have them appear as they were officially approved. The approved General Education Goals and their corresponding ELOs can be found in an easy to copy-and-paste format on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos. 
· If the course instructor has additional goals for the course that they’d like to place within the course syllabus, the Subcommittee recommends adding and labeling these as course goals and not General Education goals. 
· The Subcommittee recommends that the course instructor clarify the day-to-day experience of students within the course syllabus. This could take the form of providing additional information on how students are expected to form their project groups, whether students in these groups are graded as a group or individually, clarifying when assignments are assigned to students versus when they are due, etc. 
· The Subcommittee offers the friendly recommendation to the department to ensure that all campus statements are up-to-date for the campus-of-offering, given that the syllabus provided is from instructors on a regional campus. 
· Barker, Cole, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) and four recommendations (in italics above) 
6) Revision to the Physics BS (removal of focuses) 
· The Subcommittee asks the department to change the rule regarding electives on page 4 that does not allow students to overlap electives with General Education courses. Students are allowed to overlap one course from each of their GEN Themes with a course in their major program and, therefore, should an elective be approved as a GEN Theme course, students are able to double count that particular course within their program. 
· The Subcommittee asks that the department add a brief statement in the program proposal that states the Embedded Literacies for the Physics BS program. 
· The Subcommittee is unsure why a student could not take another of the 3rd physics lab options as an elective (as discussed on page 3 of the revision) and wanted to pose this question to the department. 
· The Subcommittee recommends clarifying in the proposal what entity is responsible for approving elective options not found in the provided list. Will a student need to visit an advisor within the department, petition a committee in the unit, such as Undergraduate Studies, or will there be some other mechanism to approve elective options? 
· Ottesen, Cole, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above), one comment, and one recommendation (in italics above) 
7) Computational Physics Certificate (new) (Return) 
· Tabled for time 
8) Microbiology 6030 (new course) 
· Tabled for time 
